
 

 

Elementary: 
Highly Capable Program Description 

 
The Sedro-Woolley School District is offering an Elementary Highly Capable Program in 2019-2020. This 
ongoing program is based at Central Elementary School and is coordinated and taught by a highly 
capable classroom teacher. The primary focus of the program is to provide individualized education for 
your child's specific needs on a daily basis.  If your child qualifies after a multidisciplinary review of 
data, then they will be offered a position in the program with transportation provided to Central 
Elementary from their neighborhood school.  We understand leaving your neighborhood school is a 
difficult decision however the district sincerely believes the bonuses for this highly capable model 
outweigh the general education experience alone.    The program is committed to addressing the 
academic/social-emotional needs for all children in our program.   Developing the potential of all 
students to their highest level is at the heart of our philosophy and we look forward to your 
son/daughter's participation in our Elementary Highly Capable Program.  
 
Here are the ways a student may qualify for the Sedro-Woolley School District Highly Capable Program: 

 Be referred by a teacher, parent or family member, community member, or the student may 
make their own referral; 

 Submit a referral application through their counselor; 
 Get signed parent permission for assessing; 
 Take the COGAT (Cognitive Abilities Test, which measures three different cognitive areas- 

Verbal, Quantitative, and Non-Verbal; and 
 Show exceptionality in other measures such as student portfolio, or other measures. 
 (Note: current state assessment test scores will be used as part of the screening process) 

 
I. Big Idea Goals: 

 Provide a network of academic instruction for each highly capable student based on their 
individual level of competence; 

 Provide knowledge of skills which ensure student's potential and success unique to highly 
capable students; and 

 Provide interaction with highly capable peers to promote social and academic potential. 
 

II. Program Delivery:   
General Education Classroom-Based     
Students are placed in a general education classroom as a home base by their age.  Students will 
receive all the activities a regular classroom provides such as physical education, technology, library, 
etc, which are important to a well-rounded child.  The general education classroom teacher and highly 
capable classroom teacher will work daily as a team to deal with scheduling and problems arising in the 
regular program for core subjects.  Depending on the student's level of achievement, students might 
"walk to" the appropriate classroom for specific core subjects.  For example, a 2nd grader might attend 
a 5th grade math class or a 3rd grader might go to 6th grade for reading.  If the child is at grade level for a 
specific subject, then they would remain with their home class.  It is possible that the intermediate 
grade level students might be provided with instruction from middle or high school teachers in order to 



 

 

provide the appropriate level of instruction.  All of the transitions and placements would be monitored 
daily by the highly capable classroom teacher.   
 
Highly Capable Resource Room 

Students will attend the Highly Capable Resource Room on a daily basis when their home classes are 
serviced by Title I instruction.  The students will work on a theme topic that is not studied in the regular 
classroom, each trimester.  The theme will be a basis for practicing the skills of the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) and the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  At the end of each unit, there 
will be a Student/Parent Night to display these projects each trimester. The daily resource room 
sessions will explore practices/concepts of higher level thinking skills in analysis, Synectics and 
evaluation. The Program also includes 2-3 field trips per year, mentors or speakers from real life 
situations, lessons in organization, Cornell note taking, personal goal setting, persistence in neat work/ 
completion, biweekly newsletters, and monthly parent conferences.  This approach gives everyone in 
the Program a flavor of the skills we know brings about future success and promotes lifelong learning. 

 

III. Why is the new highly capable program a special opportunity for your child? 
An additional opportunity of the Highly Capable Resource Room is the time allowed for highly capable 
students to meet, interact, think, and discuss topics among a wide variety of district peers. Highly 
capable students become better socialized in an environment in which they are not the only one with 
unusual abilities.  In a Highly Capable Resource Room, students feel more freedom to discuss topics 
and share their thoughts without being ridiculed for their unique perspectives.   The highly capable 
classroom teacher is committed to teaching highly capable education and is an excellent advocate, 
teacher, and coach for your child.  The teacher is honored to serve this often-times overlooked 
segment of the school population and wants you to realize this is a great opportunity for your child to 
receive individualized instruction based on your student’s academic and social/emotional needs.   We 
are looking forward to meeting with all of you to discuss the program in more detail at the Highly 
Capable Program Orientation prior to the start of school in August.  


